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HISTORICAL INTERVIEW – 80 Points
History is about places, dates, facts, and time.  But it’s mostly about people.  People shape history and are shaped by history.

Directions:

1. Ask a parent/guardian/grandparent if you can interview them for this assignment.  If they are not available, you may ask another relative or close friend but that person must be at least 25 years old.

2. Carefully record their responses to the questions below.

3. After the interview, type a three-paragraph response.  
a. Paragraph 1: Answer the interview questions from YOUR perspective
b. Paragraph 2: Answer the interview questions from the INTERVIEWEE’s perspective
c. Paragraph 3: Discuss the similarities and differences between the responses from the person you interviewed and yourself.

i. Were the events themselves similar even though they occurred in different times?
ii. Did the events shape you, your interviewee and society in similar/different ways?
STAPLE this assignment sheet to your typed Interview.

THE INTERVIEW

Person being interviewed:

Age:

Relationship to me:

What is the most significant historical event that occurred when you were close to my age?

Could you briefly describe what happened and why?

Who was involved?

What impact did it have on your life?

How did society change as a result of this event?
Historical Interview Rubric

	Task
	Beginning 0
	Developing 6
	Focused 8
	Exemplary 10
	Pts

	Format
	Incorrect format and inappropriate length 

0pts
	Correct format and inappropriate length (not typed)
6pts
	Incorrect format and appropriate length (typed)
8pts
	Correct format and appropriate length (typed)
10pts
	10

	Paragraph Structure
	No paper was submitted.

Paper is poorly structured. Paragraph requirements not met or very weak. 

0 pts
	Few parts are well structured in paragraph format. Few parts are organized from beginning to end.  Major paragraph sections missing. Line of development is not logical. Ideas were not connected with a transition.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Paragraph lacks details.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Topic sentences don’t relate to paragraph.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Need to separate and organize your ideas into separate paragraphs. 

12 pts
	Some parts are well structured in paragraph format. Some parts are organized from beginning to end.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Line of development is somewhat logical and coherent. Ideas could have been connected with a smoother transition. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Consider more descriptive topic sentences that lead-in to a developed paragraph. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Concluding sentence should bring paragraph to a close.

16pts
	Well structured and thought out in paragraph format. Clear and organized structure from beginning to end. Line of development is logical and coherent. Ideas are connected with smooth transition. 
20pts
	20

	Language, Sentence Mechanics, Grammar & Spelling
	No paper was submitted. Spelling and grammatical errors are unacceptable. 
0 pts
	Many spelling, grammar, punctuation and capitalization errors; Word selection, word choice and sentence structure needs improvement. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Need to proofread final product. Needs extensive editing. 
24pts
	Few spelling, grammar, punctuation and capitalization errors; Could have been more carefully edited. Word selection, word choice and sentence structure could have been more varied. 
16 pts
	Excellent spelling, grammar, punctuation and capitalization; carefully edited. Excellent word selection. Varied word choice. Varied sentence structure.

20pts
	20

	Content (reflection)
	Inadequate coverage of interview questions. Not acceptable. Does not meet requirements.
0 pts
	Content is weak through interview responses.

12 pts
	Acceptable content. Response could have been stronger through interview responses or by reflecting on personal response. 
24 pts
	Very meaningful content. Very thoughtful response; Demonstrated critical thinking; Reflected at a personal level. 
30pts
	30

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If Late within 24 hours (1 day) after due. -20pts 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rec’d within 48 hours (2 days) after due. -40pts 

After 2 days – you’ll receive a zero unless a previous arrangement has been made.

Total Possible Points: 80                                                                                                                                                                             



	Your Score:                   /PTS                      %








