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FORMS OF GOVERNMENT IN EARLY GREECE

By  750 B.C.E., the city-state, or polis, was the fundamental political unit in ancient Greece.  A polis was made up a city and its surrounding countryside, which included numerous villages.  Most city-states controlled between 50 and 500 square miles of territory.  They were often home to fewer than 20,000 residents.  At the agora, or on a fortified hilltop called an acropolis, male citizens gather to conduct business.  They were many ways to rule a Greek polis.
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